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“It’s a Beautiful Day in Hammond, America!”  
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City of Hammond 
The Crossroads of the South 

Hammond, the commercial hub for Tangipahoa Parish, is 
located at the intersection of Interstate Highways 55 and 12. 
Hammond is half way between Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans and from its inception is a combination of highway-
rail-air-sea transportation that has proved to be an asset for 
economic development.   The arrival of distribution centers 
such as Winn Dixie, Wal-Mart and Home Depot has 
transformed modern Hammond from a strawberry capitol to 
a transportation capital.  

 
Demographics  
As of the census  of 2009, there were 20,037 people, 6,251 households, and 3,706 families 
residing in the city. The population density was 1,383.4 people per square mile (534.2/km²). 
There were 7,014 housing units at an average density of 550.1 per square mile (212.4/km²). The 
racial makeup of the city was 52.43% White, 45.20% African American, 0.16% Native 
American, 0.83% Asian, 0.02% Pacific Islander, 0.46% from other races, and 0.91% from two or 
more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 1.57% of the population.  

 

Southeastern Louisiana University, located in the center of 
Hammond, is a large regional university with a student 
population of approximately 15,000 students and is one of 
the city’s largest employers.  The median age in Hammond 
is 26 years old while the average age in Tangipahoa Parish 
is 33 years old.  The median household income is $24,067 
with per capita income being $15,145 as compared to 
$8,555 in 1990.  Based upon the 2000 Census, 50% of the 
families lived in the same place in 1995, which indicates a 
highly mobile population.  There is an increasing class of 
residential rental consumers primarily due to the university 
students’ demand for housing.  Average rental costs range 
from $468 to $800 a month.   Fifty-two percent of 
Hammond’s housing units are owner occupied, as 
compared to Tangipahoa at 73% and the nationwide 
average of 66%.  The average cost of owner occupied 
housing in Hammond is $81,600 compared to $56,800 in 1990.  The cost of a new home built in 
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Hammond averages $124,000.Some of the homes in Hammond were built as long ago as 100 
years, but according to some reports, the vast majority of the city’s housing was constructed 
during the late 1960s or early 1970s.  An abundance of apartment housing currently exists in the 
city.  The need for workforce housing has grown in recent years, especially in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina.   

 

Public Transportation 
 
The City of Hammond has become known as “The Crossroads of the South” because of the 
intersection of two major Interstates—12 and 55. There is no public transportation however, 
through a partnership with the Tangipahoa Voluntary Council on Aging a public bus service is 
offered with a six-mile loop along the most widely-used thoroughfares for their elderly clients. In 
addition, Southeastern University has a free shuttle service for their students. 
 
Airport  
 

The Hammond Northshore Regional 
Airport maintains a 1,000 acre facility 
with two runways, one 6,500 feet and 
one 5,000 feet with a full Instrument 
Landing System. The airport has a 
long runway which serves as a backup 
landing site for Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport.              

The airport also serves as a major training site for the Louisiana Air National Guard. 
 
In recent years, the Hammond airport has served as a central staging point for emergency 
operations during such catastrophes as Hurricanes Katrina, Gustav, and Rita as well as during the 
cleaning efforts following the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.   
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Railroad 
 
 
Hammond is located on the 
main line of Canadian 
National Railroad and is one 
of the few Amtrak stops 
between New Orleans and 
Chicago, of the seven 
Louisiana stations served by 
Amtrak, Hammond was the 
second-busiest in FY2010,  
boarding or detraining an average of approximately 40 passengers daily. The train station was 
originally built in 1912 and serves as a historical landmark. 
 
 
 
Public Safety 
 
 
The City of Hammond maintains a police 
force of 106 officers while Southeastern 
University has 28 officers.  The crime rate for 
Hammond has remained low in major crimes 
despite the growth of the surrounding area and 
the pressures placed on the resources of the 
department from Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and 
Gustav.  The City of Hammond’s Grants 
Department has been able to receive Justice 
Grants for the past eight years, thus equipping 
the Police Department with virtually every need from bullet proof vests to a mobile command 
center.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Hammond Fire Department maintains a force of 58 
firefighters and the city has been awarded an Insurance Rating of 
2, indicating that the citizens are not only protected but also can 
enjoy significant savings on insurance premiums.   
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The Louisiana National Guard has recently completed facilities that will house its operations.  
Seven buildings totaling $130 million will have troops stationed in Hammond, not just during 
emergency situations, but also for training soldiers.  Hammond is home to 22 Black Hawk 
helicopters and three military fixed-wing aircrafts.  
 
The Office of Homeland Security Border Patrol is located at Hammond Northshore Regional 
Airport.  This office flies three fixed-wing aircraft and employs approximately 25 full- time 
personnel.  This facility was also used during triage operations during Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita in cooperation with the area police departments. 
 
Planning 

The City of Hammond has completed several plans for the future of the City, including a 
Recreation Plan, a major street plan, a housing study, and is in the final phases of a City Master 
Plan.  All of these plans are available online at www.hammond.org.   

“Team Hammond” is a committee of city department heads that are led by the mayor and 
supports the city administration. 

The Hammond Downtown Development District’s major goal is to upgrade and improve 
downtown Hammond, which will in turn benefit the quality of life in Hammond.  The 
organization holds 3 large-scale annual community events along with overseeing progress in the 
downtown district such as sidewalk expansion, landscaping, and community structures. 

Partnerships  

North Oaks Health system is the largest employer employing over 2,500 people.  North Oaks 
Health System of Hammond is dedicated to providing excellent medical care and health 
education, as well as community outreach and support, to residents of the Florida Parishes. 
Founded in 1960 as a community-based hospital organization, North Oaks has grown into an 
advanced health care system offering a wide range of general and specialty medical and surgical 
services and is dedicated to the improvement of the surrounding area through participation in 
community and educational events. 
 
Southeastern Louisiana University offers accredited programs 
in several areas of study, focusing primarily on Education, 
Business, and Nursing with over 15,000 students and 1769 
people employed this is the second largest employer for 
Hammond. Southeastern Louisiana University also provides 
many opportunities for entertainment and cultural activities. 
The largest production of fine arts is the “Fanfare”, a 
Celebration of the Arts. All these programs bring a quality of 
life for the entire surrounding area that is unmatched, even in 
the larger cities. 
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Education 

The population of Hammond under the age of 18 is approximately 24.0% and education is a top 
priority for the city and Tangipahoa Parish.  

In 2008, the Tangipahoa Parish School District had dropout rate of 8% for grades 9-12. 
Additionally, 12% of the school districts students have an IEP (Individualized Education 
Program).  An IEP is a written plan for students eligible for special needs services.  The 
Tangipahoa Parish School District also serves 1% English Language Learners (ELL).  ELL 
students are in the process of acquiring and learning English Language skills.   

At the time of the last survey, 6,495 citizens in Hammond had a high school degree, or 70.9% of 
the population (compared to the national average of 80.40%).  Also, 2,364 citizen in Hammond 
had a Bachelor’s degree or higher, which represents 25.8% of the total population (National 
average was 24.40%). 

Disability Status  

The City of Hammond rates of disability are higher than Tangipahoa Parish and Region 9 
because of the Veterans outpatient clinic located in Hammond. According the US Census Bureau 
civilian veterans is 1,245 people. In addition persons with a disability in 2000 for the City of 
Hammond from 5 years old to 20 years old was 466 people; from 21 year to 64 years old 1,987 
people, and 65+ 726 people. 
 

Injury Patterns in Hammond 

When dealing with injury patterns and statistical data, the coalition was informed that although 
there is data for the City of Hammond, it would be more accurate to give the World Health 
Organization data on Tangipahoa Parish to allow for a comprehensive overview of the injuries 
that affect the City of Hammond.  The City of Hammond is the largest city in Tangipahoa Parish.  

In 2007, unintentional injuries were the leading cause of death and lifelong disability among 
people ages 1-44 in Louisiana. Injuries accounted for nearly 1 of every 10 deaths in Louisiana 
and accounted for more premature death before the age of 65 than cancer, heart disease, stroke, 
and diabetes combined.  

In 2007, the Injury Research and Prevention Program published the Mortality and Morbidity 
Reports for all of Louisiana by Regions; Tangipahoa parish is included in Region 9. In Region 9 
the 2007 mortality report showed a total of 501 injury related deaths with 134 occurring in 
Tangipahoa parish.   This accounted for 26.7% of the total fatal injuries. The leading cause of 
death was poisonings followed by MVT crashes and firearms. The highest injury fatality rate 
was in the age group 85+years old. In addition, males had a higher rate of injury fatalities than 
females for all age groups, except for the age group 5-14 years old. 
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In Louisiana, Unintentional Poisoning are the number one cause of death for people 35-44 and 
the third leading cause of death for people ages 15-24, 25-34.  In 2007, the state of Louisiana had 
a rate of 19.4 people per 100,000 while Region 9 was similar with 19.2 per 100,000 people; the 
national rate in 2007 was 13.3 per 100,000 people.   

MVT Deaths are the number one cause of death for all ages in Louisiana but was the second 
leading cause of death in Region 9. The state of Louisiana has a rate of 22.1 deaths per 100,000 
people while Region 9 had a rate of 17.1 per 100,000 people.  

Firearms- Intentional firearm related injuries remain a concern for the state of Louisiana, which 
has the highest rate of death per 100,000 people in the United States. The state of Louisiana has a 
firearm rate almost double the national average with 19.7 per 100,000 people killed in 2007. In 
the same time frame Region 9 had a rate of 10.6 per 100,000 people.  

In 2007, the hospital discharge report for Region 9 stated that 2,545 people were hospitalized for 
nonfatal injuries. In Tangipahoa parish 544 people were hospitalized for nonfatal injuries which 
accounted for 21.4% of the total hospitalizations in this region. In Region 9, fall related injuries 
were the leading cause of nonfatal injury hospital discharges followed by MVT Occupant 
Crashes and Poisonings. It was shown that males had a higher rate of nonfatal injury related 
hospitalization until age 65+. 

Falls- In 2007, the leading cause of death was unintentional falls among the older adults in 
Region 9.  Almost 80% of these falls occurred in the home or at a residential institution and once 
these patients were discharged 87% needed addition medical care. The economic cost associated 
with falls to Region 9 in 2007 was $28,729,765.  

In Region 9, the motor vehicle crash rate was 71.6 people hospitalized per 100,000. The state of 
Louisiana had a hospitalization rate of 65.7 people per 100,000 in a motor vehicle crash. Males 
were 1.8 times more likely than females to be hospitalized due to a MVT crash related injury. 
Region 9 had the highest age adjusted hospitalization rate due to a motor vehicle traffic crash in 
Louisiana. In 2008, Tangipahoa Parish had 2,171 motor vehicle crashes that resulted in injuries 
that required hospitalization and in the City of Hammond  the cost of Motor Vehicle crash 
injuries was $52.1 million. 

In 2007, self - inflicted poisonings accounted for 1,055 hospitalizations in Louisiana. Region 9 
reported 298 self inflicted poisoning. The highest number and rate of nonfatal injury 
hospitalization due to self- inflicted poisoning were in the age group 15-44. Almost 70% of 
patients hospitalized because of a self- inflicted poisoning need addition medical care following 
discharge. This is the only injury that has continually increased every year since 2001. 

Injuries that include hospitalization can continue to affect the individuals after discharge. Some 
may experience short or long term disabilities as a result of the injury along with additional 
medical or rehabilitation services. The total cost of injuries cannot be measured only by the 
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number of deaths, hospitalizations, disabilities, or financial burdens but  the true cost of injury 
must include the quality of life the individual has along with their family’s experiences. In 
Hammond we are focused on creating an “Injury Free” environment.  
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Community Safety Promotion Project  

1st Annual Tangipahoa Night Out Public Safety and Awareness Community Event:  

 

 

 

 

In August 2009, Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa, Inc., Target, The Ponchatoula Jaycee’s, The 
Hammond Downtown Development District, and Bell Foods partnered to put on the event in 
downtown Hammond, Louisiana. All public, private agencies and organizations were invited to 
participate free of charge. Any group that had public safety/awareness information to share was 
invited to participate. The event was put together in four weeks and had an attendance of 
approximately 1,200 people from the community and is now an annual event.  The event had 
demonstrations, information, brochures, and handouts on public safety from the participating 
agencies and media coverage from the local newspapers and live radio remotes. The attendance 
was tracked through food coupons and sign- in sheets at the entrance.  The sponsors and 
participants are listed below.  

 

  

City of Hammond 
Inner Parish Security 

Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa Target 
Ponchatoula Jaycees  

CN Railroad 
Hammond Chamber of Commerce 

Child Advocacy Services 
Keep Hammond Beautiful 
Patty Hubert State Farm 

Ponchatoula PD - Neighborhood Watch 
RADD-Women’s Self Defense 
Ponchatoula Fire Department 

Tangipahoa Office of Homeland 
Security 

City Court of Hammond/CAMP 

North Oaks Health Systems 
Southeast Spouse Abuse Program 

Hammond Fire Department 
SL Tri-Parish Victims Assistance 

Hammond Police Department 
Southeastern LA University Police 

HPD SWAT & Customs 
Louisiana National Guard 

Amite Chamber of Commerce 
Fidelity Homestead Savings Bank 

LA State Police Troop L 
Bell Foods 

Bedico Baptist Church Youth Group  
US Census Bureau 

The Downtown Development 
District Hammond 

TPSO – SWAT truck Display 
TPSO – K-9 Unit and Demo @ 6 pm 

TPSO – Flotilla Unit and Boat display 
TPSO – Neighborhood Watch & Child 

Finger Printing 
TPSO – Elderly Task Force Program 

Info 
TPSO –Mounted Division/Horse 
Trailers & Horse Rides until dark 

TPSO – Narcotics Team Bus & display 
vehicles  

 

TPSO D.A.R.E. & Car Seat Safety 
display 

TPSO – DWI Trailer and Equipment 
OnSite Guardian 

Natalbany Volunteer Fire Department 
Tangipahoa 9-1-1 

KSLU 90.9 FM 
Kajun 107.1 FM 

LA Search and Rescue Canines 
Wildlife & Fisheries 

Tangipahoa Humane Society 
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Community Safety Promotion Project  

The 2nd Annual Tangi Night Out Against Crime  
 
 

 

 

 

In August 2010, Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa, Inc., Target, The Ponchatoula Jaycee’s, The 
Hammond Downtown Development District, and Bell Foods partnered to put on the event in 
downtown Hammond, Louisiana. All public, private agencies and organizations were invited to 
participate free of charge. Any group that had public safety/awareness information to share was 
invited to participate. The event had demonstrations, information, brochures, and handouts on 
public safety from the participating agencies and media coverage from the local newspapers and 
live radio remotes. The attendance was tracked through food coupons and sign- in sheets at the 
entrance.  The participants are listed below.  

      Booth Participants  

Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's Office & All TPSO Divisions, TPSO Mounted Division, Hammond 
Fire Department, Hammond Police Department & Special Response Team, U.S. Customs, Life 
Share Blood Center, Tangipahoa Parish Library, Florida Parishes Health Services, Amite 
Kiwanis, Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Tangipahoa Fire District #1, 
Ponchatoula Police Department & DWI Department, Tri-Parish Victims Assistance, United 
States Marshal Service, Southeast Spouse Abuse Program, Women's Resource Center, TRACC - 
Tangipahoa Reshaping Attitudes for Community Change, Tangipahoa Parish Office of 
Emergency Preparedness & Homeland Security, Florida Parishes Arena, Onsite Guardian, New 
Horizons Youth Service Bureau, Louisiana Search & Rescue Dogs, Ponchatoula Jaycee's, 
Target, Women's Life Ministries, Volunteers of America, New York Life, Department of 
Corrections Probation & Parole, TARC, Amite Police Department, Ellis Bignar & the Petrified 
Hearts, Tangipahoa 911, Amite Chamber of Commerce, North Oaks Health System, Tangipahoa 
Parish Medicaid, Tangipahoa United Way  
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Community Safety Promotion Project  

3rd Annual Tangipahoa Night Out Public Safety and Awareness Community Event :  

 

 

 

 

In October of 2011, Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa and its premier sponsors partnered to put on 
the 3rd Annual Tangipahoa and St. Helena Night Out Against Crime. All public and private 
agencies and organizations in both parishes were invited to participate free of charge. Any group 
that had public safety/awareness, healthy living, and good choice making information to share 
were asked to attend and present their information free to the public from a booth at our event. 
The event was put together over a six week period and had an attendance of over 1,200 people 
from the community, all of which were offered activities, live demonstrations, information, 
brochures, and handouts on public safety and health issues from the participating agencies. We 
tracked attendance through food coupons and sign in sheets at the four entrances to the event. 
The event enjoyed full media coverage from the local newspapers and live radio remotes. New to 
this year’s event was a partnership with Louisiana Special Olympics through which we held a 
fire truck pull to benefit their organiza tion and several local business came together to put on the 
1st Annual Light the Night 5K Charity Walk and Run benefitting Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa 
and to raise awareness about crime and honor victims of crime and their families. We will be 
putting on this event again in 2012 
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Indicator 1: Partnerships and Collaborations 

A. The Hammond Safe Community Coalition: 

The Hammond Safe Community Coalition began in October 2009; however most of these 
agencies have been working collaboratively since the early 1980’s. The coalition includes 
members from both public and private sectors. The current chair for Safe Communities 
Hammond is Ronnie Schillace from the Hammond Fire Department. The National Safety 
Council and the Injury Research and Prevention Program serve as the lead agencies for Safe 
Communities Hammond until the designation. In 2011 a new chair was nominated for the next 
term-John Thomas-from the Hammond Fire Department who also serves as the chair for the 
Team Hammond Safety Task Force will serve as the chairman for next five years. Safe 
Communities Hammond meetings are held quarterly with bi-annual reports required from the 
task force leaders. Member agencies and representatives are listed below.  

Safe Communities  Hammond, Louisiana Members and the Sector They Represent  
Members Organization Sector Representative 
Acadian Ambulance Health Care Dwayne Meche  
American College of 
Emergency Room Physicians Non-Profit Nancy Bourgeois 
Cardinal Health Business Ivy Mathieu 
Cardinal Health Business Veronica Palmer 
Central Drugs  Business Samantha Michelli 
Chamber of Commerce City Government Charlotte Banks 
Citizen of Hammond  Community Advocate Howard Edwards 
City of Hammond Mayor’s Office Mayor Mayson Foster 

Crime Stoppers of Tangipahoa 
County Government/Law 
Enforcement Jodie Powell 

Daily Star Newspaper Media  Megan Mosher 
Downtown Development 
District City Government Terry Lynn Smith 
Hammond Airport Federal Government  Maryann Black 
Hammond Counseling 
Connections  Non-Profit Vernell Lucien 

Hammond Fire Department 
City Government/Law 
Enforcement Ronnie Schillace 

Hammond Fire Department 
City Government/Law 
Enforcement John Thomas 

Injury Research and 
Prevention Program 

State of Louisiana Office of 
Public Health Lynn Watson 

Injury Research and 
Prevention Program 

State of Louisiana Office of 
Public Health Lindsey Johnson-White 

Louisiana State University-
School of Public Health State University Ron Harris 
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Region 9 Health and Safety 
Coordinator 

State of Louisiana Office of 
Public Health Jamilyn Hinchey 

National Safety Council, 
South Louisiana Chapter Non-Profit Claude Maher 
National Safety Council, 
South Louisiana Chapter Non-Profit Beth Imbau 
Neighborhood Assoc. Council Private-Non-Profit Lynn Renihan 
Neighborhood Assoc. Council Private-Non-Profit Amanda Monceaux 
State Health Director State Government  Evon Smith 
SLU-Safety & Hazardous 
Materials Office State University Camille Moniotte 
Southeastern University State University Ephraim Massawe 
Sunrise at Live Oak Assisted 
Living Business Lisa Wascom 
 
 
In addition to the member agencies listed above, Safe Communities Hammond has collaborated 
with several local health care systems, private sector agencies, sports and recreational 
associations, businesses, federal, state, and local governments, community programs, and public 
and private schools. A partial list of these additional partners is listed below.  
 
90.9 KSLU-FM LA. Tobacco Free Living 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives LALA-Louisiana Assisted Living Association 
Allen's Podiatry Motorcycle Awareness Campaign 
Audiology Associates New Begging Health Care 
City Council North Oaks Health System 
City of Hammond OPTIONS, Inc  
Country Cooking Parishes Supportive Living, Inc  
Director of Administration Hammond  Poison Control Louisiana  
Federal Highway Administration Planning & Grants, City of Hammond  
Hammond Airport Rollette Chiropractic Center 
Hammond Eastside Primary School Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Hammond Head Start Southeast Mental Health 
Hammond Industrial Development  Southeast Spouse Abuse Center 
Hammond Police Dept. Southeastern Louisiana University 
Henkel Enterprises Special Olympics LA 
Holly & Smith Architects Speed-Stiel Insurance 
Holy Ghost Church TADAC 
Hyer-Cate Neighborhood Association Tangipahoa District Attorney 

Inner Parish Security 
Tangipahoa Economic Development 
Foundation 

Jackson Hewitt Tax 
Tangipahoa Parish Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 

LA Dept of Environmental Quality Tangipahoa Parish Schools  
LA Department of Health and Hospitals Tangipahoa Parish Schools(Hammond High) 
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LA Dept of Transportation & Development Tangipahoa Parish Schools(Westside Primary)  
LAFASA (Louisiana Foundation Against 
Sexual Assault Tommy's Lock & Alarm 
LA Government Dept of Environmental Health Vision Industries 
 

B. Task Force Groups  
 

Name of 
Task Force Members  

What Sector 
Members 
Represent 

How the Group 
Works Long Term Goals 

No Fall Zone Philips Lifeline, 
Acadian 
Ambulance, 
National Safety 
Council, City of 
Hammond, 
Cardinal Health, 
Hammond DDD, 
LSU School of 
Public Health, 
NorthOaks 
Health System, 
Synergy Home 
Health Care, 
Amedisys Home 
Health Care, 
Tangipahoa 
Council on 
Aging, Live Oak 
Village, 
Louisiana 
Department of 
Health and 
Hospitals  

Health Care, 
Safety, State 
Government, 
Elderly 
Affairs. 

The group 
organizes and 
participates in 
community events 
to heighten the 
awareness of fall 
prevention by 
focusing on 
medication 
management, 
physical activity, 
home safety, 
environmental 
modifications, and 
vision.  

To reduce falls 
among the elderly 
through community 
efforts lead by the 
NO Fall Zone.   

Neighbor 
Hood Watch 

Neighborhood 
Citizens; City of 
Hammond Police 

Citizens of 
Hammond; 
Law 
Enforcement 

Meet monthly; to 
cultivate positive 
relationships 
between citizens 
and law 
enforcement  

To Continue to 
strengthen citizen 
participation in law 
enforcement  

Operation 
Lifesaver 

Operation 
Livesaver; 
Louisiana 
Highway Safety 

Citizens of 
Hammond; 
Law 
Enforcement; 

Operation Lifesaver 
is a non-profit, 
international 
continuing public 

Operation Lifesaver 
is an international, 
non-profit education 
and awareness 
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Commission, 
Louisiana 
Department of 
Transportation 
and 
Development, 
Louisiana State 
Police, Federal 
Highway 
Administration, 
and Louisiana’s 
railroads. 

education program 
first established in 
1972 to end 
collisions, deaths 
and injuries at 
places where 
roadways cross 
train tracks, and on 
railroad rights-of-
way. The Louisiana 
program was 
created in 1981. 

program dedicated to 
ending tragic 
collisions, fatalities 
and injuries at 
highway-rail grade 
crossings and on 
railroad rights of way 

DUI Task 
Force 

District 
Attorney’s 
Office, State, 
Parish and local 
Law enforcement  

Law 
Enforcement 
and Public 
Health and 
Safety 

Mobilize state and 
local law 
enforcement 
partners to support 
and coordinate 
efforts aimed at 
removing impaired 
drivers through 
Sobriety 
Checkpoints  

Prevention traffic 
injuries and fatalities 
associated with 
impaired driving 

Cyber 
Terrorism 
Task 

District 
Attorney’s 
Office, State, 
Parish and local 
Law 
enforcement, 

Law 
Enforcement 
and Public 
Health and 
Safety 

Organize, train and 
mobilize a cadre of 
computer forensic 
examiners and IT 
personnel to 
analyze digital 
media seized in 
relation to 
suspected terrorist 
activities 

Obtain Information 
that will help prevent 
actions of terrorist 
and others who may 
do harm 

TRACC 
(Tangipahoa 
Reshaping 
Attitudes for 
Community 
Change) 

Tangipahoa Parish 
Government, 
Tangipahoa 
Department of 
Education, Law 
Enforcement, 
Citizens, MAC 

Public Safety, 
Law 
Enforcement, 
Citizens of 
Hammond 

Creating healthy 
attitudes and 
community wellness 
by recognizing and 
addressing alcohol, 
tobacco and other 
drug abuse as a 
serious social and 
public health issue. 

To reduce the 
number of youths 
using drugs, alcohol, 
and tobacco 

Sexual 
Violence 
against 
Women Task 
Force 

Louisiana 
Foundation 
Against Sexual 
Assault 
(LaFASA) Law 

Law 
Enforcement, 
Health Care, 
and Social 
Service 

Work 
Collaboratively to 
recognize, report 
sexual violence, and 
intervene. Training 

Eliminate Violent 
Crimes Against 
Women 
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Enforcement, 
Hospitals, and 
District 
Attorney’s 
Offices  

is a key component  

Domestic 
Violence 
Unit 

Tangipahoa 
District 
Attorney’s Office 

Law 
Enforcement, 
Health Care 
and Social 
Service 

 Eliminate Domestic 
Violence 
Occurrences  

Louisiana 
Passenger 
Safety Task 
Force 

Louisiana 
Highway Safety 
Commission 

Public Safety, 
Law 
Enforcement, 
Government 

Raises awareness 
about occupant 
protection and 
provides 
widespread 
community 
education and 
coordinated child 
safety seat checks 
throughout 
Louisiana. 

LPSTF sought to 
reduce motor 
vehicle-related fatal 
and injury crashes to 
children 

 

 

Indicator 2: 

Long-term, sustainable programs covering both genders and all ages, environments, situations, 
and includes preparing their citizens for emergencies and disasters. 

The Coalition collaborates with a variety of agencies about the statistics used to develop 
programs. The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission is one of the best resources when 
developing programs for high risk drivers both for younger and older drivers.  Alcohol is a factor 
addressed by the police and sheriff departments in the parish and the City of Hammond.  
Crimestoppers uses “tip” software to provide indicators as to the crime status in the parish & 
Hammond. Statistics are used in grant writing for community projects.  The Child Advocacy 
Services are driven by the number of incidences of child abuse and neglect. Southeastern 
University Police Department has a community service programs to notify crime trends and 
statistics, changes in legislation, campus regulations and research and development of 
educational classes. Resources are provided through the State of Louisiana’s website for many 
organizations and agencies.  

 

 



City of Hammond Page 18 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

Personal Safety 
Programs 

Cardinal Health These classes allow for 
employees of Cardinal Health 
to take classes that not only 
improve injury risk on the job 
but for the public. Ex. Driver 
Safety, CPR/First Aid/AED, 
and Fall Protection 

Employee’s of 
Cardinal Health ages 
(20-65) 

Driver 
Improvement 
Programs 

National Safety 
Council 

They offer 9 courses on driver 
safety. Ex. Alive at 25, 
Professional Truck Driving 
courses, and Child Safety Seat 
Checks 

Community 

Fire Extinguisher 
Training (PASS) 

City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

This program teaches the 
community on the proper use of 
Fire Extinguishers PASS- Pull, 
Aim, Squeeze, Sweep 

Community 

Risk Watch City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

This is a series of classes 
designed for the community for 
awareness and prevention of 
injuries. Water Safety, Motor 
Vehicle Safety, Firearms Injury 
Prevention 

Community 

Neighborhood 
Watch 

Hyer-Cate 
Neighborhood 
Association 

The purpose of this program is 
to promote awareness and 
safety of the neighborhood.  

Community  

Safety of 
Motorcycles on 
Roadways 

Dutch Battle 
Memorial Motorcycle 
Awareness Campaign 
(MAC) 

This program is community 
based to bring about awareness 
for a safer riding environments 
for all that ride a motorcycle 
and the public  

Community  

 
HOME SAFETY 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

CPR for Family and 
Friends 

North Oaks Health 
System 

Teaches adult, child and infant 
CPR and preventing common 
injuries and choking. 

Community 

Off the Job Safety National Safety 
Council 

There is 15 programs that they 
offer for home safety from CPR 
to bicycle safety, to pandemic 
flu prevention.  

Community 

Firearms 
Responsibility in 
the Home 

Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives 

This program consist of 7 
classes on firearm safety, 
storage, and awareness  

Community 
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Fall Prevention 
Program 

Southeast Mental 
Health 

This program addresses all ages 
and their risk to falling. It also 
teaches how to look at the home 
and identify Fall Risk 

 Community  

National 
Prescription Drug 
Take- Back Day 

U.S drug Enforcement 
Administration along 
with the Hammond  
Police Department and 
Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

To bring your dated or 
unwanted prescription 
medications to prevent 
prescription drug abuse 

Community 

 
ELDERLY SAFETY 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

S.A.L.T. Seniors 
and Law 
Enforcement 
Together 

Tangipahoa Sheriff’s 
Office 

Designed for senior citizens in 
the community to stay informed 
about the services provided to 
them by the Sheriff’s Office. 

Older Adults 

Aging and 
Disability Resource 
Center 

Tangipahoa Council 
on Aging 

Offers a one stop shop for 
public and private programs at 
the community level that will 
help individuals make informed 
decision about their service and 
support options.  Services 
include home delivered and 
congregate meals, 
transportation, homemaker, 
personal care, caregiver 
support, wellness, legal 
assistance, utility assistance, 
and telephoning.  

Older Adults 

Fall Prevention for 
the Elderly 

Sunrise at Live Oak 
Village Assisted 
Living 

Provides seniors and staff 
awareness on slips, trips, and 
Fall Hazards. In addition has 
emergency systems built in 
each room 

Older Adults and 
employee’s  

Remember When City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

This is 6 different classes that 
are offered to the elderly to 
prevent fires and falls in their 
homes 

Older Adults.  

Senior Cit izen’s 
Against Crime but 
for Safety 

LAIA- Hirobmale 
Cross Management 

This program educated seniors 
about hazards in the home 
workplace and community 

Older Adults  
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CHILDREN’S SAFETY 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

D.A.R.E Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

Drug abuse prevention 
education program designed 
children with knowledge about 
drug abuse, the consequences of 
abuse, and skills for resisting 
peer pressure to experiment 
with drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco. 

Elementary, Middle 
and High School 
students. 

TPSO Young 
Marine Program 

Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

Youth education and service 
program for boys and girls, 
ages 8-18, which directly deals 
with issues facing the youth of 
the parish.  The program 
focuses on character building, 
leadership, and promotes a 
healthy, drug-free lifestyle. 

Youth 8-18 year old 

ICAC Internet 
Crimes Against 
Children 

Tangipahoa  Sheriff’s 
Office 

Educated students and adults 
about online exploitation of 
children and the dangers that 
lurk in shadows of the internet. 

Children and Adults 

TRACC-
Tangipahoa 
Reshaping 
Attitudes for 
Community Change  

Tangipahoa Parish 
Government 

Creating healthy attitudes and 
community wellness by 
recognizing and addressing 
alcohol, tobacco and other drug 
abuse as a serious social and 
public health issue. 

Children and Young 
Adults 

Child Passenger 
Safety 

North Oaks Health 
System 
Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 
National Safety 
Council, Child Safety 
Coordinator 
(OPH/AHEC) 

Operates a car seat fitting 
station where car seats and 
booster seats are installed by a 
certified child passenger safety 
technician to ensure the safe 
transport of children of all ages. 

Children and Adults 

Child Advocacy 
Services 

Department of 
Children Services 

Provide abused children and 
families with a voice, healing 
and security.  Services are 
provided to protect children 
from becoming further victims 
of child abuse and neglect.  

Children 

Fire 
Prevention/Safety 
Class for School 
Children 

City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

There are 10 classes that are 
offered to school age children 
on Fire Safety. Ex. Stop-Drop-
Roll, Toy/Tool Box, and Smoke 
Alarms 

Children 

    



City of Hammond Page 21 
 

Learn Not to Burn City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

This is a series of classes that 
engages the parents to 
participate along with the 
young child to prevent fires. 

Children ages 3-5 

Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program  

Tangipahoa Parish 
School Systems 

This intervention program is a 
national campaign against 
bullying, to reduce or eliminate 
direct and indirect bullying to 
achieve better peer relations  

Children Ages (0-14) 

McGruff 
Fingerprinting 

Hammond Head Start 
and Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office  

This program provides 
awareness to children about 
stranger danger and gives 
fingerprinting kits to students 

Children Ages (0-4) 

Buckle Bear 
Program 

Hammond Head Start This program is designed for 
children and teaches them how 
to properly buckle up 

Children (0-4) 

Behind the Faces Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

This program is designed to 
educate students on the dangers 
of substance abuse, suicide, and 
teen violence. Also provides 
resources for these topics.  

Youth 9-12th grade 

Positive 
Approaches for 
Safe and 
Supportive Schools 
(PASSS) 

Tangipahoa Parish 
School Systems 

Improve the learning conditions 
related to alcohol, tobacco, 
drugs and violence by 
implementing interventions that 
are supported by data 

Youth 9-12th grade 

Safe Sleep Child Safety 
Coordinator 
(OPH/AHEC), Nurse 
Family Partnership  

To give away Pack and Plays, 
and Child Passenger Seats to 
low income women who are 
expecting -to reduce the 
number of injuries associated 
with motor vehicles, SIDS, and 
improper sleeping arrangements 

0-1 years old  

 
LEISURE/OUTDOOR SAFETY 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

Boating Safety 
Education 

Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and 
Fisheries 

Offer free boating safety classes 
to the general public. The 
course focuses on information 
like: choosing a boat; 
classification; hulls; motors; 
legal requirements and 
equipment requirements; 
navigation rules; navigation 
charts; trailers; sailboats, and 
related subjects that include 
canoeing, personal watercraft 
and more. 

The Citizens of 
Hammond 
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Healthy Athlete 
Program 

Special Olympics This program gives participants 
of Special Olympics health 
screenings and healthy eating 
lifestyle classes and information  

All ages with 
intellectual disabilities 

 
CRIME AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

Crime Stoppers Law Enforcement and 
Court System 

Provides crime prevention and 
awareness information to the 
community and pays rewards 
for information leading to the 
arrest of suspected criminals. 

Community 

Scholastic/Campus 
Crime Stoppers  

Law Enforcement, 
Court System, 
Tangipahoa Reducing 
Alcohol Consumption 
and Consequences 
Coalition (TRACC) 

 All public, private and 
parochial school 
students. 

Night Out Against 
Crime 

Crime Stoppers Promotes community safety 
through the formulation of 
Neighborhood Watch Groups. 

Community 

Domestic Violence 
Outreach Program 

Tangipahoa Sheriff’s 
Office 

Makes direct response for 
services to victims referred by 
the sheriffs’ office and parish 
police department.  Makes 
community outreach 
presentations to increase 
victimization awareness. 

Community 

Community 
Education, and 
Advocacy Program 

Southeast Spouse 
Abuse Program 

Assist adult survivors of 
domestic violence and their 
dependent children.  

Adults and Children 

Substance Abuse 
Prevention and 
Education 
(S.A.P.E) 

Hammond Counseling 
Connections 

This Intervention Trains is a 
prevention and education 
program that will assist 
individuals in the hazards and 
health damage of alcohol and 
drugs  

Community 

Rape Aggression 
Defense R.A.D. 
Program 

Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

This program offers awareness 
and prevention along with basic  
principles of self defense 

Females ages 15-65+ 

Project Safe 
Neighborhoods 

Tangipahoa Parish 
Sheriff’s Office 

This program provide tools that 
allows a community to learn 
crime prevention strategies, 
engages community members, 
and cooperates with local 
agencies 

Community 
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

National conference 
for College and 
University Safety 
Programs 

Campus Safety, 
Health and 
Environmental 
Management 
Association  

National Conference held 
annually to promote safe 
campuses.  Issues involve items 
such as fire, laboratory, 
hurricane and emergency 
preparedness as it deals with 
colleges and universities. 

Safety administrators 
from around the US 
and Canada that work 
at Universities and 
Colleges.\ 
 

Domestic Violence 
in the Workplace 
 

Southeastern 
Louisiana University 

This is a class offered to 
heighten awareness of domestic 
violence and to guide 
employees and management on 
ways to address the occurrence 
of domestic violence and its 
impact on the workplace 
 

Employees who are, or 
have been, the victims 
of domestic violence 
or sexual assault. The 
Southeastern 
Louisiana University 
community at large 
 

Health and Safety 
on the Job 

Cardinal Health These classes are given as part 
of their Safety program 
examples, Pollution Prevention, 
HazCom, MSDS Awareness, 
Job Hazard Analysis, PPE 

To employee’s of 
Cardinal Health  (20-
65) 

Workplace Safety 
(Occupational 
Safety and Health) 

National Safety 
Council 

The National Safety Council 
offers over 30 occupational 
safety classes to the 
community. Ex. OSHA, POSH, 
Safety Inspections, Fire 
Protection 

Working youth and 
adults. 

Office Fire 
Evacuation Safety 

Jackson Hewitt Tax 
Service 

This program is give to all 
employees to assure compliance 
with company fire policies and 
prevention efforts. 

Employee’s of Jackson 
Hewitt 

Lock Box Program City of Hammond Fire 
Department 

This program allows for store 
owner to give a key to the Fire 
Department so that if alarms go 
off the Fire Department can 
enter without breaking or 
waiting for the owner 

Community  

Nonviolent 
Physical Crisis 
Intervention 

Tangipahoa Parish 
School Systems 

This program provides staff the 
tools to intervene when 
behaviors could escalate to 
violent incidents with the 
special education unit. 

Staff of the School 
System  

Risk Management 
Training 

Holy Ghost Catholic 
School 

This training is required of all 
of their employees and 
addresses slips and falls, 
electrical hazards, chemical 
safety, and CPR 

Employee’s of Holy 
Ghost Catholic Church 
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Defensive Driving OPTIONS This Defensive Driving Class is 
required of all employees and 
will assure motor vehicle safety 
and raise awareness of the 
hazards of highway and 
roadways 

Employee’s of 
OPTIONS. 

Airport Safety and 
Training Program 

Hammond North 
Shore Regional 
Airport 

This program has many classes 
on airport basic safety along 
with classes to be prepared for 
the all hazards approach  

Airport’s Staff and 
visitors   

 
 
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
 

Program Name Lead Organization Program 
Description/Purpose Target Audience (s) 

Emergency Disaster 
Assistance 

American Red Cross, 
SELA 

Emergency assistance is 
provided to victims of disaster 
every 85 hours in Tangipahoa 
Parish 

Citizens of 
Tangipahoa Parish 

Get A Game Plan Tangipahoa Parish 
citizen Corps  

Emergency preparedness plan Adults, children and 
businesses in 
Tangipahoa parish 

Citizen Alert 
System 

City of Hammond Early warning systems for the 
citizens about a potential hazard 
or concern 

All citizens of 
Hammond  

Citizen 
Corps/CERT 
 

Louisiana Campus 
Compact thru 
Governor's Office of 
Homeland Security 

Training in Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) this course teaches 
about extinguishment of small 
fires, terrorism, light medical 
attention, psychology of 
disaster, among others. 
 

All citizens of 
Hammond 

Special needs 
Shelter in 
Hammond LA 

Department of Health 
and Hospitals, LA 
State Police, LA 
National Guard, 
GOHSEP, SLU, OSS 
 

During a disaster such as a 
hurricane a special needs 
shelter will be opened on 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University campus  

Persons of Hammond 
and surrounding area 
in need of assistance 
during an emergency. 
 

P.O.D. Southeastern 
University,  
Department of Health 
and Hospitals, 
GOHSEP, 

A program to distribute 
immunizations to the public 
during emergency 

All citizens 

School’s Crisis 
Plan Program 

Tangipahoa Parish 
School System  

This is an emergency 
management plan that identifies 
command position and posts in 
school during an emergency 
situation  

School age children 
and youth along with 
staff. 
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Indicator 3: Programs Serving High Risk and Vulnerable Groups 
and Environments 
 
Based on the injury data in The City of Hammond, high risk and vulnerable groups are being 
defined as children (0-14), young drivers, veterans and older adults. High risk environments 
include motor vehicles, roadways, and homes. 
 
While all of the programs listed under Criteria 2 address high risk groups and environments, the 
following programs are specifically targeted to the most high risk groups, environments, and 
vulnerable populations as defined in the previous paragraph, and have been grouped by high risk 
population 
 
 

CHILDREN 
 

 
Learn not to Burn- 
 
This is a program designed 
for children 3-5 to address 
key fire safety behaviors and 
risk factors. This fire safety 
education program that is 
available to elementary 
school children worldwide. 
Based on the National Fire 

Protection Association's curriculum, it includes songs, 
stories, puppets, games and other activities to teach fire 
safety behaviors’ (e.g., Stop, Drop and Roll, crawl low 
under smoke) in a way that children can understand and 
remember. This program has a proven to save the lives of 
children.  

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Homes  

Evidence: Children under six years old have a high risk of burn injuries--plus they're twice as 
likely to die in a fire as the general population.  

 

 

 

 



City of Hammond Page 26 
 

Child Passenger Safety 

Ongoing activities to support the Louisiana Law that 
all children under the age 8 or 80 lbs are in a child 
safety seat and others in a safety belt, including a, 
community car seat checks (weekly), buckle a bear, 
training for technicians to become certified, and car 
seat giveaway program about 60 car seats a year.  

High-risk environment(s) addressed: roadways, 
motor vehicles 

                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Evidence: The leading cause of death for children 1-14 in the City of Hammond is motor vehicle 
crashes.  
 
 
Safe Sleep: 
 

The Regional 9 safety coordinator collaborated with the Nurse 
Family Partnership program almost three years ago. They are 
nurses who make home health visits to first time moms on 
Medicaid.  They administer prenatal and postnatal care until the 
child is two years old. The child safety coordinator developed a 
home safety program that includes educational awareness about 
safe sleep.  The Child Safety Coordinator donates a pack-n-play 

and car seat to each first time mom.  The coordinator also provides educational awareness about 
safe sleep and car safety as a certified child passenger safety technician.  Typically about 60 car 
seats and pack-n-plays are donated per year.  The mom also can follow up with the coordinator 
when the child transitions throughout different car seat stages.   

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Home 

Evidence: An informal survey is given to every mom that enters the program one of questions is 
their living situation if it is shown that they are transient which in this case means that in a given 
week the baby will be at more than one location then they qualify for the pack- in-play.  
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Railroad Safety: 
 
Partnerships with CSX and Canadian Railroad,  and 
Operation Lifesavers has created trainings to 
promote and educate school aged children on 
railroad safety, the message of LOOK, LISTEN, 
LEARN, and LIVE has saved many lives in 
Hammond. In the future they are working to address 
distracted pedestrians and drivers on the dangers of railroads and have 
created trainings to address these growing issues.  
 
High-risk environment(s) addressed: roadways/ railways  
 
Evidence: In 2010, a citizen of Hammond was walking to work with his ear buds in and was hit 
by a train that he did not hear coming. This has sparked a new campaign in this area to address 
living and working near the trains. In addition, there were 4 fatalities because of train motor 
vehicle crashes in Tangipahoa parish in the same year.   
 
Drug Abuse Prevention:  
 
As the data has shown over the past decade that the growing use of prescription drugs has 
affected every part of Louisiana and Hammond is no exception. In order to address these issues 
many programs have been developed to prevent alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, and prescription 
drug abuse. The City of Hammond has taken a proactive approach to combat this every growing 
problem.  
 
National Precription Drug Take-Back Day Cardinal Health (and 
the GenerationRx program) supports The Medication Disposal Day 
initiative. This provides the community an opportunity to bring 
dated or unwanted prescription medications for proper disposal. By 
correctly disposing of medications, we can all help keep our 
families and communities safe.  
 
 
TPSO Young Marine Program The Young Marines is a youth education and service program for 
boys and girls, ages 8-18 that directly deals with issues facing the youth 
of Tangipahoa Parish. This is a long term program that promotes the 
mental, moral, and physical development of its members. It instills in 
its members the ideals of honesty, fairness, courage, respect, loyalty, 
dependability, attention to duty, love of God, and fidelity to our 
country and its institutions. Stimulates an interest in, and respect for, 
academic achievement and the history and traditions of the United 
States of America and promotes physical fitness through the conduct of physical activities, 
including participation in athletic events and close order drill. Finally it advocates a drug-free 
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lifestyle through a continual drug prevention education program. There are about 55 children 
each year that participate in this program from Tangipahoa Parish 

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Homes, and all area where children are present  

Evidence: The City of Hammond has addressed concerns of how to get rid of old or unused 
medication at the Safe Communities Meetings. In response to this concern Cardinal Health set up 
a “Drug Take Back Day” this was so successful that they have had another one in 2011 and will 
continue to do this annually.  

 

Olweus Bullying Prevention 

The Tangipahoa Education Department recognized the need for some type 
of education and prevention on bullying, which has become a growing and 
increasing problem for youth. The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program 
was introduced to educate and create positive change by makeingschools 
safer, more positive places for students to learn and develop. Goals of the 
program include: Reducing existing bullying problems among students, 
preventing new bullying problems Achieving better peer relations at school  

High-risk environment(s) addressed: school, home  

Evidence: This was a concern for parents that the school would introduce bullying prevention 
programs to the public schools. The Tangipahoa Education Department decided on Olweaus 
which is an evidence based program.  

 
YOUNG DRIVERS 

Alive at 25 

This program is offered by the National Safety Council voluntary or can be court ordered. This 
highly interactive program encourages young drivers between the ages of 16 and 24 to take 
responsibility for their driving behavior. Skill practices and on-the-spot defensive driving 
techniques help change bravado to confidence. Since 1995, more than 400,000 young adults in 
the United States have learned life-saving defensive driving skills through DDC-Alive at 25. In 
Louisiana this is a fairly new program and last year in Region 9 103 16years old participated in 
this program. The program is looking to double it numbers this year with the current levels of 
interest.  

High-risk environment(s) addressed: roadways, motor vehicles 

Evidence: The leading cause of death for ages 16-24 is motor vehicle crashes. 
 



City of Hammond Page 29 
 

TRACC-Tangipahoa Reshaping Attitudes for Community Change 
 

This program is working to create to achieve a comprehensive system of substance abuse 
prevention in Tangipahoa Parish through the implementation of the Strategic Prevention 
Framework process that is data driven, outcome based, and sustainable. To further create healthy 
attitudes and community wellness for all of Tangipahoa Parish, by recognizing and addressing 
alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse as a serious social and public health issue. Activities such 
as mock crashes, leadership trainings, and face book postings have really made this program 
successful 

 
 
 
   

 

 

 

High-risk environment(s) addressed: roadways, motor vehicles 

Evidence: The leading cause of death for ages 16-24 is motor vehicle crashes. 
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VETERANS 
 

 
 

In the initial invites to be part of Safe Communities Hammond the Veterans Groups were invited 
to become part of the steering committee but were unable to commit to the process because of 
limited human resources to allow for the time off for meetings. Ms. Erwin’s group did participate 
in the NO Fall Zone at the Hammond Recreation Center that was discussed in the application. 
The site visit has sparked new interest in future participation by the veterans groups in Hammond 
to be part of Safe Communities Hammond. There has been discussion of offering defensive 
driving classes, home safety classes, and fall prevention assessments to veterans. There has also 
been a meeting since the site visit to create a task force group to focus on sharing of resources 
and information to address the veterans and their needs.   
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OLDER ADULTS 
 

 
NO Fall Zone 
 

 
The NO Fall Zone task force is a community based task force that was formed to reduce falls 
among the elderly in Florida Parishes by informing the community about the social and 
economic cost of falls and organizing community events to heighten the awareness of fall 
prevention by focusing on medication management, physical activity, home safety, 
environmental modifications, and vision.  In September of 2010 the NO Fall Zone hosted the 
Elderly Fall Prevention Awareness and Resource Conference to educate the elderly, caregivers, 
health care practitioners, and the general public about falls and fall prevention.  The task force 
members participate in various activities in the community to promote elderly fall awareness 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Homes 

Evidence: The leading cause of death and hospitalizations for citizens 65+ in Hammond is 
falling. In addition, over 80% of these falls occurred at home. 
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Remember When 

Remembering When is centered on 16 key safety messages – eight fire 
prevention and eight fall prevention – developed by experts from 
national and local safety organizations. At age 65, older adults are twice 
as likely to be killed or injured by fires or fall compared to the 
population at large. Thirty percent of people age 65 and older are 
involved in falls each year, the leading cause of death from 
unintentional injury in the home. As our data shows falls among older 
adults is the leading cause of hospitalization in Tangipahoa Parish and 
this is one of the Hammond Fire Departments main initiatives.  

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Homes 

Evidence: At age 65, older adults are twice as likely to be killed or injured by fires or fall 
compared to the population at large. 

S.A.L.T. Seniors and Law Enforcement Together This program is designed for senior citizens 
in the community to stay informed about the services provided to them by the Tangipahoa parish 
Sheriff¹s Office. Members of the SALT team maintain all reports that may concern the well-
being of the senior citizens in Tangipahoa Parish. The SALT Team also has maintains a national 
directory of certified contacts to help them provide services to the parish senior citizens. 
Objectives of this program 

• Reduce criminal victimization of seniors  
• Enhance delivery of law enforcement services to seniors  
• Increase awareness of services available to older adults, including the scope of crime 

prevention and victim assistance programs  
• Give appropriate attention to the fears and concerns of seniors; reduce unwarranted fears 
• Increase sensitivity of law enforcement officials to the difficulties experienced by older 

adults  
• Increase involvement among the senior population in the planning, development and 

execution of strategies and programs to help meet their needs  
• Encourage greater involvement in implementing solutions from the community  
• Improve communications links between communities 

High-risk environment(s) addressed: Homes and other places seniors are at.  
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Indicator 4: Injury and Surveillance Data: 
 
The City of Hammond and the Safe Communities Coalition was aware that the injury data would 
drive this program. In the first meeting the Injury Research and Prevention program provided 
hospital discharge reports and mortality reports for this coalition. This allowed the coalition to 
see what the top injuries were and allowed the group to see if this was something that they could 
give a commitment to. The reports were reviewed at the first meeting for a general overview and 
then specific request were made to produce reports for the region on specific injuries. These 
reports were presented at the next few meetings. Other injury data that was collected and 
reviewed was EMS, Fire Department Data, Crime Stoppers, Disaster Preparedness, University 
Program Data, and Highway Safety Crash Data.  This coalition has been instrumental in having a 
burden of falls report created at the state level for Region 9 and many state programs were 
brought to this area to combat the fall injury issue.  
 
Data from each of the sources listed below is used by the State of Louisiana and its community 
partners to focus and direct community action as well as evaluate the effectiveness of these 
actions  
 

• “2005 Louisiana Health Report Card; Parish Profiles” 
Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 
 

• ”2009 Louisiana Health Report Card; Parish Profiles” 
Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 

 
• “2004  Nonfatal Injury Hospital Discharge” 

Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 
 

• “2007  Nonfatal Injury Hospital Discharge” 
Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 
 

• “2005 Fatal Injuries” 
Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 

 
• “2007 Fatal Injuries” 

Source: Injury Research and Prevention Department: Louisiana Department of Health 
 

• “Louisiana Traffic Record Report 2008” 
    Source: Highway Safety Research Group 
 

• “The Quality of Life in Louisiana’s Florida Parishes- 2009” 
             Source: Southeastern Louisiana University  
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Injury Patterns in the City of Hammond and Current Program Priorities  
 
 
In the State of Louisiana, unintentional injuries were the leading cause of death and lifelong 
disability among people ages 1-44 in 2007. Injuries accounted for nearly 1 of every 10 deaths in 
Louisiana and account for more premature death before the age of 65 then cancer, heart disease, 
stroke, and diabetes combined.  

In 2007 the Injury Research and Prevention Program published the Mortality and Morbidity 
Reports for all of Louisiana by Regions; Tangipahoa is included in Region 9. In Region 9 the 
2007 mortality report showed a total of 501 injury related deaths with 134 occurring in 
Tangipahoa parish this accounted for 26.7% of the total fatal injuries. The leading cause of death 
was poisonings followed by MVT crashes and firearms. The highest injury fatality rate was seen 
in the age group 85+years old. In addition, males had a higher rate of injury fatalities than 
females for all age groups, except for the age group 5-14 years old. 

Unintentional Poisoning are the number one cause of death for people 35-44 and the third 
leading cause of death for people ages 15-24, 25-34. Self -Inflicted Poisoning accounted for 
1,055 hospitalizations for the state of Louisiana in 2007. In Region 9 they had 298 self inflicted 
poisoning. The highest number and rate of nonfatal injury hospitalization due to self- inflicted 
poisoning were observed in the age groups 15-44. Almost 70% of patients hospitalized due to a 
self- inflicted poisoning need addition medical care following their discharge. This is the only 
injury that has continually increased every year since 2001. 

Programs currently in place to address poisoning include: 

• Positive Approaches for Safe and Supportive Schools (PASSS) 
• National Prescription Drug Take- Back Day 
• TRACC-Tangipahoa Reshaping Attitudes for Community Change 
• D.A.R.E 
• Behind the Faces 
• Substance Abuse Prevention and Education (S.A.P.E) 

Motor Vehicle Deaths  are the number one cause of death for all ages in the state of Louisiana 
but was the second leading cause of death in Region 9. The state of Louisiana has a rate of 22.1 
deaths per 100,000 people while Region 9 had a rate of 17.1 per 100,000 people. The state of 
Louisiana had a hospitalization rate of 65.7 people per 100,000 in a motor vehicle crash. Region 
9 had the highest age adjusted hospitalization rate due to a Motor Vehicle Traffic Crash in the 
state of Louisiana. In 2008 Tangipahoa Parish had 2,171 Motor Vehicle crashes that resulted in 
injuries that required hospitalization and in the City of Hammond alone the cost of Motor 
Vehicle crash injuries was $52.1 million.  

• Driver Improvement Programs  
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• Risk Watch 
• Defensive Driving Programs 
• Buckle Bear Program 
• Child Passenger Safety Programs 
• Motorcycle Awareness Campaign  
• Scholastic/Campus Crime Stoppers 

Firearms - Intentional firearm related injuries remain a vigilant concern for the state of 
Louisiana, which has the highest rate of death per 100,000 people in the United States. The state 
of Louisiana has a firearm rate almost double the national average with 19.7 per 100,000 people 
killed in 2007. In the same time frame Region 9 had a rate of 10.6 per 100,000 people.  

• Domestic Violence in the Workplace 
• Firearms Responsibility in the Home 
• Behind the Faces 
• Approaches for Safe and Supportive Schools 
• Risk Watch 

Falls- In 2007, the leading cause of death was unintentional falls among the older adults in 
Region 9; almost 80% of these falls occurred in the home or at a residential institution. Once 
these patients were discharged 87% of them needed addition medical care. The economic cost 
associated with falls to Region 9 in 2007 was $28,729,765.00.  

• Fall Prevention Program  
• Remember When 
• Fall Prevention for the Elderly 
• No Fall Zone 
• Senior Citizen’s Against Crime but for Safety 
• Off the Job Safety 
• Personal Safety Programs 
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Indicator 5: Evaluation of Programs-NO Fall Zone 
 
To determine effectiveness of a programs initiatives and whether milestone or deliverables were 
met the activities must be evaluated using pre-and-post questionnaires in educational programs; 
observational surveys; tracking systems to measure effort and reach, reporting data bases; and 
surveillance activities of the Injury Research and Prevention Program and the State of Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commission.  
 
Process Evaluation (questions to be answered): 

1. To What extent are all partnering organization implementing activities as planned? 
2. How many interventions, train programs, and events are being done? 
3. How many people are being reached by each activity? 
4. To what extent are we reaching those at greatest risk? 
5. How could each activity be improved? 

 
Outcome/Impact Evaluation (questions to be answered) 

1. To what extent were goals and objectives achieved? 
2. Did out efforts result in the increase or decrease in the desired outcome 

 
Evaluation Plan Summary  
 

Aspect Measured Data Collection Method Expected Outcome 
Program Outreach 
(Effort and Reach)  

 
 

Project Records and Tracking 
Systems: Number of 

participants in all 
interventions, number of 

trainings, presentations, media 
exposures, and number of 
materials distributed. Age, 
race, gender, and other key 

indicators to determine if our 
indicators were met. 

 
 

Increase number of persons 
educated on key safety topics, 

or number of people 
participating in the events and 
programs. Increase the number 

of people in the high risk 
populations receiving 

interventions or the prevention 
message. Continue to create 
and develop partnerships that 

focus on injury prevention 
programs.  

Program Process Program Evaluation forms are 
completed by Participants of 

trainings, speaking 
engagements and seminars. 

Feedback for program 
improvement; Behavioral 

intentions (ex. The participant 
expresses intent to get rid of 
all throw rugs to reduce their 

chance of falls. 
Changes in Behavior or 

Environment 
Direct Observational Studies 
Elderly Fall Risk Interviews 

 
 
 

This Interview was to assess 
the potential fall risk of an 

older adult 
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Fall Prevention Surveys 
Administered to Participants 

 
 

National Assessment tool to 
measure Fall Risk and Home 

Risk (Amedisys) 
 

This survey was to increase 
the knowledge of older adults 

on fall prevention 
 

Increase the knowledge on the 
four main areas of fall 

prevention  and assess the 
home for fall risk 

Outcomes Examination of Mortality 
Statistics 

 
Examination of Hospital 

Discharge Statistics  

Decrease in the number on 
injury deaths  

 
Decrease in the number of 

injuries 
 
In reviewing the data the Safe Communities meeting it was determined that Region 9 (where 
Hammond is Located) has a high rate of falls among older adults. In addition, many coalition 
member deal with the health care community and had concerns that falls among older adults was 
not being adequately addressed. From this meeting a task force was created from Safe 
Communities Hammond to address the growing concern. The NO Fall Zone was created in 2009 
with the mission to bring awareness to the older population on how to reduce falls and decrease 
fall incidents in older adults. 
 
The No Fall Zone conducted mini awareness events in Region 9 to get older adults interested in 
the conference that was going to be held in Hammond September 22, 2010. The NO Fall Zone 
also handed out educational material that was created by the task force to give to the participants 
at these mini events. 
 
On September 22, 2010 the NO Fall Zone conducted prost surveys the NO Fall Zone Educational 
and Awareness Conference in Hammond, Louisiana to determine if the material presented at the 
conference and the assessments that were offered would increase the likelihood of the participant 
to be better prepared to prevent a fall. Out of the 180 participants 50% indicated that they had 
never received any information (pamphlets, presentation) on fall prevention, 45% of the 
participants’ doctors or pharmacist had never talked about medication and its impact on balance, 
and 50% were not aware of any services that were available to help reduce the risk of falling. 
 
At the Educational and Awareness conference participants were engaged in 45 minute seminars 
that address the four interventions: physical mobility, medication management, hearing and 
vision, home and environmental safety. Additionally, fall assessments, hearing and vision test, 
medication interaction, and home safety assessments were give by health care professionals so 
that the participants could understand their risk of falling. 
 
At the conclusion of the conference 83% of the participants indicated that they are better 
prepared to prevent a fall. In addition, from this conference and the community interest the State 
of Louisiana in conjunction with the Council on Aging will be offering “Matter of Balance” 
which is evidence based fear of falling program that reduces the chance of falls in the older adult 
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community. This program is being offered free of charge to the Council on Aging in Hammond 
and the surrounding area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



City of Hammond Page 39 
 

Indicator 5: Evaluation of Programs-Railroad Safety 
 
To determine effectiveness of a programs initiatives and whether milestone or deliverables were 
met the activities must be evaluated using pre-and-post questionnaires in educational programs; 
observational surveys; tracking systems to measure effort and reach, reporting data bases; and 
surveillance activities of the Injury Research and Prevention Program and the State of Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commission.  
 
Process Evaluation (questions to be answered): 

6. To What extent are all partnering organization implementing activities as planned? 
7. How many interventions, train programs, and events are being done? 
8. How many people are being reached by each activity? 
9. To what extent are we reaching those at greatest risk? 
10. How could each activity be improved? 

Outcome/Impact Evaluation (questions to be answered) 
3. To what extent were goals and objectives achieved? 
4. Did out efforts result in the increase or decrease in the desired outcome 

 
Evaluation Plan Summary  
 

Aspect Measured Data Collection Method Expected Outcome 
Program Outreach 
(Effort and Reach)  

 
To reduce the number of 
accident, fatality and injuries 
associated with railroad 
crossings 

Project Records and Tracking 
Systems: Operation Life Saver 

a non-profit organization 
utilizes their own tracking 

system along with Highway 
safety commission to 

determine the amount and 
severity of crash 

Increase number of persons 
educated on key safety topics, 

or number of people 
participating in the events and 
programs. Continue to create 
and develop partnerships that 

focus on rail road safety.  

Program Process Program Evaluation forms are 
completed by Participants of 
trainings for Operation Life 

Saver.  
Full Scale exercises are done 

yearly to evaluate their 
emergency action plans along 

with after action reports.  
 

In addition police officers are 
involved by doing 

observational studies and 
ticket campaigns to reduce the 
number of incidents at major 

railroad intersections. 

From the trainings we like to 
see that they understand the 
dangers of railroads and the 

laws.  
From the full scale exercises 

the outcomes are that the 
railroad is in compliant with 

federal guidelines. 
 

The Police Officers our 
outcome would be that they 

have high ticket rates in those 
targeted areas but then see a 
reduction of tickets as they 

continue to target that area. In 
addition people with these 
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tickets have to go to a 4 hr 
railroad safety class in 

addition to the fine 
Changes in Behavior or 

Environment 
Direct observational studies 

 
Railroad safety studies and 
crash data from Highway 

Safety Committee 
 
 

A reduction in crashes and 
incidents. 

A reduction in tickets being 
given 

Outcomes Examination of mortality 
statistics 

 
Examination of hospital 

discharge statistics  
 

Examination of Highway 
Safety Data 

 
 

Decrease in the number on 
injury deaths  

 
Decrease in the number of 

injuries 

 

Operation Lifesaver is an international, non-profit education and awareness program dedicated to 
ending tragic collisions, fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and on railroad 
rights of way. To accomplish its mission, Operation Lifesaver promotes 3 E's:  

• Education: Operation Lifesaver strives to increase public awareness about the dangers 
around the rails. The program seeks to educate both drivers and pedestrians to make safe 
decisions at crossings and around railroad tracks. 

• Enforcement: Operation Lifesaver promotes active enforcement of traffic laws relating 
to crossing signs and signals and private property laws related to trespassing. 

• Engineering: Operation Lifesaver encourages continued engineering research and 
innovation to improve the safety of railroad crossings. 

Louisiana Operation Lifesaver sponsored Louisiana Rail Safety Week from October 3-9, 2011, 
with two mock crashes to promote rail safety. The DeSoto Parish mock crash on October 4 
staged a saltwater truck impacted by a KCS train to raise awareness due to increased truck traffic 
in the Haynesville Shale drilling area. The Tangipahoa Parish mock crash on October 6 involved 
an Amtrak train with dozens of passengers in a collision with a truck at Port Manchac. 
Emergency responders and law enforcement personnel practiced rescue and response drills to be 
prepared if such an event occurs. 
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Indicator 5: Evaluation of Programs-TRACC 

 
To determine effectiveness of a programs initiatives and whether milestone or deliverables were 
met the activities must be evaluated using pre-and-post questionnaires in educational programs; 
observational surveys; tracking systems to measure effort and reach, reporting data bases; and 
surveillance activities of the Injury Research and Prevention Program and the State of Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commission.  
 
Process Evaluation (questions to be answered): 

11. To What extent are all partnering organization implementing activities as planned? 
12. How many interventions, train programs, and events are being done? 
13. How many people are being reached by each activity? 
14. To what extent are we reaching those at greatest risk? 
15. How could each activity be improved? 

Outcome/Impact Evaluation (questions to be answered) 
5. To what extent were goals and objectives achieved? 
6. Did out efforts result in the increase or decrease in the desired outcome 

 
Evaluation Plan Summary  
 

Aspect Measured Data Collection Method Expected Outcome 
Program Outreach 
(Effort and Reach)  

 
To reduce the number of 
accident, fatality and injur ies 
associated with Impaired 
Driving. 

Project Records and Tracking 
Systems:  

Track all participants in the 
interventions or trainings 

 
Track the number of materials 

distributed 
 

Track the number of crashes 
involving teen and young 

adults for impairments 

Increase the number of youth 
and parents of youth at the 

trainings and materials 
distributed 

 
 

To use the data to increase 
police protection or DWI 

checkpoints during peak crash 
times or dates. 

 
Program Process Pre and Post surveys at all 

training. 
 

Increase in teen leaders by 
media exposures and seminars 

 
Full Scale events to include 

Mock Crash, DWI’s, and other 
impairments. 

Feedback for program 
improvements 
 
To have over a 100 leaders 
trained by 2012 
 
Behavioral changes such as no 
drinking and driving or no 
texting while driving 
 
To create safe non impairment 
activities for teens and young 
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adults. 
Changes in Behavior or 

Environment 
Survey’s given every two 
years to students in public 

schools. 
 

Pre and Post Surveys on 
programs offered. 

 
Louisiana Crash Data 

 
 
 

Louisiana Safety Commission 
Survey’s and Statistics 

A behavioral shift in answers 
on the survey 

 
 

A scored improvement from 
the pre-survey to post-survey 

 
A reduction in impaired 
crashes and deaths related to 
impairment 
 
A reduction in DWI’s, 
underage drinking, and the 
non use of cell phones and 
texting 

Outcomes Examination of mortality 
statistics 

 
Examination of hospital 

discharge statistics  
 

Examination of Highway 
Safety Data 

 
 

Decrease in the number on 
injury deaths  

 
Decrease in the number of 

injuries 
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Indicator 6: National and International Collaboration 
 
The City of Hammond and Jouars-Pontchartrain, France, exchange ideas through email 
communication and personal visits.  The City of Hammond at its visit to Jouars in 2010 met with 
Marie-Laure Roquelle, its mayor, to discuss issues regarding police protection, fire protection, 
improving hospital confinements, and safety issues in schools.  In addition, the two cities have 
exchange programs for high school age children each year.  
 
SLU hosted with LSU, Tulane and UNO a national conference in New Orleans in, 2009.  It is 
called CSHEMA (Campus Safety Health and Environmental Management Association). This is 
an organization that deals with safety on University Campuses throughout the USA and Canada. 
It deals with anything associated with safety such as lab, emergency preparedness, OSHA, fire, 
compliance, etc.  We meet for an annual conference to present papers and share ideas on how to 
make Universities safer. LSU and SLU presented a paper on Hurricane Katrina and the effects on 
Universities in Louisiana. 
 
Director Ronnie Schillace attended the annual NFPA (National Fire Protection Agency) 
conference held in Boston, Massachusetts for the Risk Watch Program which is a school aged 
program for youth under 12 that address all unintentional injuries and the prevention of them 
 
Camille Moniotte is also a member of LACUSA (Louisiana College and University Safety 
Association).  This group is the safety directors from all universities and colleges in Louisiana 
that meet quarterly to discuss safety issues and compliance with safety as it deals with Louisiana 
colleges in Louisiana. 
 
Mayor Mason Foster participated in the Louisiana Municipal Association for disaster 
preparedness initiatives that was held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana this year and is for mayors and 
community officials throughout Louisiana it has been in existence for over 80 years and assist 
communities on how to build relationships with local, state, and federal partners 
 
The NO FALL ZONE held its first conference on September 22, 2010 it had two tracks one was 
for the elderly community and the second track was for health professionals. Michelle Acorn 
from Canada was brought in from one of our partner Philips Life Line as Fall Prevention Expert 
for health care professionals. This was very well received by the community to have brought in 
an international expert to speak and this conference along with National Partners through 
Lifeline to address Older Adults Fall issues. 
 
2010 Integrated Training Summit in Grape Vine, TX-Ms. Evon Smith Presented “Ms Patty 
Dunlap” this presentation is focused for older adults and getting them prepared for disasters by 
using (GEMS) which stands for Geriatric Status, Environmental Issues, Medications, and Social 
Interaction. The vision for the 2011 Integrated Medical, Public Health, Preparedness and 
Response Training summit is to have a robust, well-trained, and integrated pool of public health 
and medical responders who understand their roles and missions in times of need, as well as 
those of their response partners, in order to best serve our communities, States, Tribes, and the 
Nation.  
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